
EXTENDED STAY

We have had a wonderful time off both in the
Netherlands and Norway. We started off in
the Netherlands, where we could spent time
with Ria’s parents again after two long years. 
 After that we stayed with our children and
friends in Norway. The Lord has been
blessing us so much! It was a really good time
of recharging and we were looking forward to
return to Kurdistan at the end of July. Little
did we know then, that we had to extend our
return for 6 weeks! At the end of July Ria got
severe pain in her chest and had two
gallbladder attacks and ended up at the
emergency help, first in the hospital in Hamar
and twice in Oslo. At the beginning of August
it was finally clear what the cause of the pain
was. Different gallstones had blocked both
the gall bladder and the pancreas. The
pancreas was also infected because of this. A
dangerous situation, but before the
gallbladder could be removed ,the doctors
first had to remove the stones through a so
called gastroscopy. Both surgery's caused a
lot of pain and Ria is still recovering. 
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Looking back, we are so thankful that this happened right
before we were supposed to leave Norway.  We received
adequate and very good medical care here in Norway.
Meanwhile the parents of our colleague Marthe, Hanne
and Erik Hodnebrug, opened up their house for Theo, for
us for the whole length of the recovery. That has been a
huge blessing for both of us. Reflecting on our time of
leave, we see how the Lord has been providing for
everything. For places to stay and so much more. He is so
good and so generous! We are so thankful! Even though
Ria still needs to take painkillers, we see how she is
getting stronger and she hopes to fly back at the end of
this week. Theo flew back last Friday, as he will join a
training this coming week, led by Willem Nel an expert in
church planting in the Middle East. He is excited to join
this training. Ria however, will not travel alone but 
 together with Hanne, who will visit Marthe and Elishaa
and their kids in Kurdistan. With 3 new teammembers
and 3 arriving soon we are blessed to have enough
people that can cover the resposiblities Ria has.



Prayer points:

- Pray for complete healing, recovery for Ria
- Pray for provision in finances 
- Pray for protection (health, physical and spiritual)
for our team and colleagues working in Kurdistan
- Pray for our new team members, an older
American couple and an Egyptian lady, that they will
bear much fruit and we will work in unity!
- Pray for those that will follow the training for
boldness and wisdom to witness and disciple, to lead
many to Jesus
-Pray for the people in Kurdistan and Iraq that they
will get to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior!

Update family:
Finally after over a year of waiting, the borders
opened up and it was possible for our son Aaron
and his girlfriend Nienke to take the the big step to
move to Norway. We had the joy to help them a bit
getting installed in their beautiful apartment in Oslo.   
Our eldest daughter Leah has started her last year
bachelor in psychology in Bergen. She is preparing
to work long term in missions in South Africa, in
Durban. She is aiming to first do a masters here to
get to know the city and built up a network there. 

Two weeks ago we were overjoyed as we got the
chance to be together as a family here in Oslo.
One of the reasons for our getting together was
to celebrate that our youngest daughter
Channah got engaged to David a week earlier.
We are so thankful for our wonderful future son
in law David,  who is from the States and has
been one of Channah’s best friends in the last 4
years. Their friendship grew into love and as both
have Morocco on their hearts, they prepare to
move to Morocco after they get married next
year, to work in missions as well. David already
moved to Morocco since the beginning of this
year and is currently focusing on learning the
local language Moroccan Arabic and hopes to
start a business as mission in IT. Channah has a
business plan ready to start a cleaning business
to help women that are exploited. Since we had
our leave in Norway, Ria could also help Channah
(together with Leah) choose her wedding dress.
A big highlight and very special moment for Ria
and both our daughters!



What is happening 

- We both are really looking forward to continue our language
training in Arabic again. Next month we can join a group that
currently is finishing their first year. 
- Theo will start a new art group in the fall, with the emphasis on
stimulating creativity. We hope many will come and join!
- Ria will, beside slowly taking over her role again as hospitality
leader of our center House of Hope, continue teaching English to
a group of (most) Syrian teachers from a school in Erbil .She also
will continue to start organizing the cooking classes led by Rasha,
which have been very popular among coworkers in town. It is a
great way to meet each other, build relationships and learn to
cook local food. 
- We just received a team from Berlin, that came on a so called
scouting trip, aiming to send different teams in the future. We are
so thankful to be able to receive guests and teams, without having
to promote ourselves. The Lord keeps sending new people! How
exciting to be part of their ministry as well! 
- We will focus a lot on teambuilding in the fall with the new staff
that will be joining us! What a blessing that we doubled in
numbers in one year! Support us

We want to say thank you to everyone who has
been supporting us in whatever way this
summertime! We have been so blessed!

Please pray for us, our family and our team!
If you also want to support us financially, you
can send your donation to

R. Fabriek Wiersema
1822 49 18387 Sparebanken Østlandet

Thank you so much!

Blessings, Theo and Ria Wiersema


